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An Intorduction to More's Utopia

Plato's Republic wes written just after the Peloponnesian
Wers and it wes not until two thousand years leter that enoth-
er major political and social philosophy eppeared. This new
philosophy appeared in 1516 in the form of More's Utopia.
Within five years it had been published in most of the count-
ries on the Europesn continent and hesd gone through seven
Latin editions,

There were many reasons for the widespread popularity of
More's bock. Until Nore's Utopis the Christisn concept of
life after death had been the only possible esceape for the
down-trodden, debt-ridden peasent. In the Sixteenth Century
"the Kingdom of Heaven as a utopia of escape ceased to hold
men's allegicnce when they discovered other chennels &nd
other possibilitiesgf More's Utopia then in & sense becane &

substitute for the Christian utopia. Utoria was also popular

becsuse it was pleusible. More took adventage of & timely
subject and situation by using the travels of Amergo Ves-
puccis in the New World as the basis for his book., In 1507

Four Voyeges an account of the exploratiocns of Vespuccis had

been published by keartin Weldseemuller. In this account he
tells of the twenty-four men Vespuceis left in the New World.
This 1s where Nore's story tekes over. Raphael Hythlodaeus
is supposedly orne ¢f the men left behind. From there he
proceeds to show us the Utoplan wey of life.thrcugh his des-

criptions of their government, war, religicn, ple

)

sure end

ideals,




There are many populsr interpretations of More's Utopia.
Russell Amesﬁsummerizes these interpretations and we shall
examine them: a

l."a fantastic escaspe from unplessant reality®
2."a blueprint for a better soeiety which More
thought men might soon esteblish"

Mere's book could not be reslly be considered a bluepri&t
but more 1likely a tool to shame Londoners into to reclizing {
their poor conditions &nd the pecple of lngland into real-
izing the incrpebilities of their church and government.

3.8 better socicty which MNore desired but did

not believe possible"®
L.%a better society which might exist irn some
far-off time"

We may reinforce this ideaz with the closing sentence of More's
bcok where he says;

But I freely edmit that there are meny festures

of the Utopris Republic whieh I would like-

though hardly except~to see adopted in our states

5.%a reconstruction of medieval socizl virtues”
This point mey be expleined by the words of this quote;
"Uoptia applies a combinstion of principles of the medieval
guild and medieval monastary to a disciplined cerefully reg-
ulated community, which denies itself most of the luxuries
and devotes itself to virtuei;" Utopiane clothed themselves
simply and their homes ccntained only the bare necessities.
They abstained from meny earthly pleasures such as drinking,
hunting, and gemblingfthereuyygggs were characteristie of

the monk.




6."a revivel of primitive Christisn comrmunism"
Yore in the finsl pages of Utopie explains:
Quite epart form such things as their militery
tectics, religions, and forms of worship, there
was the grend absurdity on which their whole
societly was based, communism minus money.
7."a speculative portrzit of rumored fmeric.n
societies like thst of the Incas®
8."a strictly rational philosophie construction
minus Christisnity for the purpose of moral
instruction" K
When we examine this ststement we may follow the thinking of
Coulton &s he discusses: the "virtuea"g Utopie wes crested
to show how far & society could zdvance on the naturel vir-
tues (prudence, justice, temperance, fortitude) without the
aid of the theologic:l virtues (faith, hope, charity). Tte
has been seid if a2 society as great as Nore's cen be built
on the naturel virtues could be built with 211 the virtues?
9."s pleesant fable written by e huranist for the
amusement of himself and his scholarly friends"
This point is beked up by the alphabet and poetry that Nore
invented to hoax the unintellectual and delight the intell-
ectusl. But it mey be said he used his Joking to create zn
atmosphere in which he could disclsim any responsibility for
& view that might be considered subversiwve.
10."a fruit of eclessicsl studies following Plzto's
Republic"
Many times in Utopia we cen trece More's ideas to encient

writers, es we see in this reference to Plato;




Besides, though they might be- annoyed by what I
said, I don't see why it shcould be thought so
fantasticslly out of the ordinsry. Its'! not sas

if I'd recommended the system operated in Plato's
imaginary Republic, or in Utopies todesy. Now that,

while undoubtly better than ours, might well
strike them es rether odd, because it is based

on commericasl ownership instesd of private owner-
ship.@

11l."sn early plen for British imperielism”

12."z Christien humenist zccount of = scholar's
paradise where philosophers are kings and the
church is purified®

13.%a description of & desirsble ang possible or-
ganization of city republics"®

1k,"a society constructed as the direcet opposite
to England for the purpose of disquising social
criticism®

More created a society opposed to the English system of no-
bility. Coulton describes More's creztion beautifully, "The
theme of the whole book is the terrible waste in humen affeirs
which is created simply by muddle znd want of methods and
above all, the labor that runs to waste because so many lives
in idleness (the nobility) while others drudge from dawn to
derk like brute beasts (peasants); wheress, by petient app-
lication end good will, the work might be apportioned that
none had so disgrecefully little to do znd none wes so in-

humanly OVérburdened.‘g
The following are discussions of the topics as presented

in More's Utcpies




Utopla on Religion
"Apparently he considers it possible that God made different
people beliewe in different things, because fHe wanted 1o be
worshipped in many ways...

"On the same ?fiﬂﬁiplb’ Laelr cLu ‘che
representation of God, so tha
in whatev‘z shape he chooges
tninks sest, Nor is God
is m]y called Mythras, a gemeral te: =d

g be the Supreme Being, whoever he may be,

"So0 he left the cholee of cepeed an open question, to be

decliced by the individual according to his own ideas, except that

he strictly forbade his people to believe anything 1ncampwt1bl@
witn human dignity as the doctrine that the soul dies with the
body, and t“u unive se functions simlessly, without any controlling
providence, 9

0

L

Through these quotations we can see the

of the Utoplans as iar as religion and the tollerance forr the
beliefs 1s conce:mned, In their society no religion is forced, but
each man hag the right to convince znother (gerson of his beliefs

if he does it "peaceably, gently, guietly, and soberly, without

hasty against oﬁhers.%

The setiing up of the church government in Utopla was a
direct critisim of the ineffecient clergymen that existed in
ngland at this time. He did this by having & very linited number
et o - e

of of priests that were very religious and holy. (In England
. - e

at this time there was an excess of priests,) He also
typee of priests, There wzs one group that abstained from all
earthly pleasures, The other group had no objection to pleasure

I 2

as long as it 4id not int rfere with their work., Priests were:»

)
o

elected bj the community-thirtee n each clty and an opening

could only be created by deathe.

@

The following id4 a Utopian prayer;




0, God I acknowledge Thee to be my créator, my governor,

and the source of 21l good things.Ithank Thee for =zll Thy o

blessings, but especially for letting me 1ive in the happiest

sible society, and practise what T hope ls the truest religion
Y s t z

Cﬂ

po

-

or social system would be better and more acceptable to Thee, I
prag Thee in Thy goodness le' me know it, for I am ready to follow
wherever where Thou shalt lead me. But if our system is the best,
and my religion is 1q“e\d the truest, then keep me faithiul to

both of them, and bring the rest of © wmanity to

et

way ol lile, and the same religious Ffaith unless
viriety of cree s 1s part of Thy inscrutasle purpose, Grant me an

easy death, when Thou takest me

*at whether 1t be late or soon, but if it is Thy will, I would

rather come to Thee bv 2 most painful death, tham be kept too long
J - s B (e}

away from Thee by the most pleusant of earthly 1ives‘/0




Utopis on War

The Utopians hete war and will do everything they can do
to keep themeselves out of war. But if they are drawn into
war they will do everything and asnything to make sure they
are the victors. 1In otherﬁords in their warfere the Yends
justify the mezns." Their ceuées for war sre few. If =
fellow Utopian is killed because of the aggression of znother
naticn they will go to war. They will #lso go to war if "e
pecple hold 2 plece of land for no justifesble reason end their
people refuse to cooperated with the utopians, the will tzke
the lend by force."y,

Every eble bodied citizen is trained in warefere every
dsy. But nobody is forced to fight, and no wife is forced
to stey home if her husb:z:nd is sent overseas to fight. And
as far as pesce treaties they refuse to sign & peper that
might get then irvolved in enother war:

Human nature constitutes & treaty in itself, and human
beings ere far more effectively united by kindness than by

contracts, by feelings then by words.




Utopia on Crimre end Government

"In otherwords, you creste theives, end then punish for

stealing.'; With these powerful words More proceeds to tell

whet cen be done gbout the high rate of crire in tnglend at

this time that was ceused by soldiers that we turned to

theives and tremps. Between the wers, mercenary troops, with

their weages cut

merchant trains

More stated his
1.

off, moved eround the countryside attacking
and occesionelly plundering peasant villeges,
solution to end crime through four points:
Reduce the number of people that zre kept
doing nothing

Stop the rich from cornering merkets and es-
teblishing virtuel monopolies,

Revive the sgriculture end wool industry, so
that there's plenty of honest useful work

for the grest army of the unemployad-by which
I meen rot only the exixting theives, but
tramps end 1ldle servants who a;; bound to
become theives eventually.

Make & law that anyone that is responsible
for the demolishing & ferm or country twon
must either rebuild it himself or handkit
over to one how's willing to do so. (This
wes used to discourage to looting and wasting

of land).




Utopie on Wealth and Pleasure

In our competitive world and in our rece for wealth,
prestige, and Success, More's philosophy mey seem sbsurd,
but many times it is painfully truthful today. MNore Lro-
poses & world without money Wwhere esch man is equel sccording
to wezlth. He proposes a world where each man has some-
thing to do instead of placing 2 burden on a few people.
He proposes & world where power, dignity, wealth, znd feme
are unheard of. Here are some of these views:

"And the moment money goes, you cah say good-buy to fear,
tension, enxiety, overwork, and sleepless nights. Why
even poverty itself, the one problem that one always-
seemed to need money for itc solution, would promptly
diseppeer if money ceased to exist.®

"No living creatur: is neturally greedy except in feer

of want or in the cese of humen beings, from venity,

the notiocn that your better than pecple if you ezn dis-
pley more superfluous property then they ecn. But there
if no place for that sort of thing in Utopis.®

"Nobody owns anything, but sveryone is rich-for what
greater wealth can there be then cheerfulness, peace
. 0f mind,wand'frEdemeerm.anxiety?/g

The Utoplans are simply in their lives as seen in their dress,
homes, and recreation. Their dress and homw ere a1l the seme,
Thus they achg;ve, "maximum dursbility with & minimum of labor.”
Their loose-fitting work overalls lasted seven yesrs and their
woolen cloazks last equelly sas long. They feel thet clct@ﬁ are
to clothe & p-rson not to enhaznce his beauty or to give him
pleasure. Here ié how they feel:

"In the cetrgory of 1llusory pleasure addicts they in-
clude themkind of persons I mentiocned before, who thinks
himself better than other people because he's better
dressed then they are. Actually he's just as wrong
about his cloths as he is himself. From o practicsl
point of view, why is it better to be dressed in fine
woclen thread than in course? But he's got it into
his head thet fine thread is naturelly superior, and
that wearing it sonchow increasses his own velue. So
he feels entitled to fer more respect than he'd ever




dere to hope for, if he were less expensively dressed,
and is most indignent if he fells to get it.",3

Their recrestion and pleasure 1s alsc based on this type of
reasoning. They diséain the pleasure we receive from beauti-
ful ring or peinting. They have divided their plessure into
two types: Physicsl and mentel. The physicazl plcasure in-
clude esting when hungry or just merely scratching oneself
when the need arises. 1In otherwords physic:sl pleasures are
ones thet involve the functioning of the body. '"Mentzl ples
asures include the satisfaction one gets from understanding
something or from contemplating truth. They also include the
menory of & well spent life, and the confidant expectation of

good things to come." 4




Thomes More--~His Life

Februery 7,1478 - lnomas More is born in London on ¥ilk

1491

1492

1494

1496

Street. He grew up in this area and attended

St. Antony's School.
placed in the household of Cardinal Morton the archbishop
of Canterbury to study and serve Morton.
More was sent to Canterbury Hall, Oxford, This where he
got his first taste of “new learning", The new learning
subjects included music, arithmetic, georetry, astronomy,
French, violen, and Greek.
More's father, a successful lawyer of the day, had wished
his son to be 2 lawyer, but in Oxford he was being y
influenced too much by the "new learning" and disregy%rdig%'
his studies of law. In 14S4 More was admitted to Ne& Inn
to study law.

admitted to Lincoln's Inn and later appointed to Furnival's

Inne. Amoung his friends at this time were Lily end Coletjfﬂ aAt

apd met Ersmus. He also revived his qﬁadies of the Greek
and Iatin as we see from this quote, "The balance of his
facilities seered to be restored by & revival of the
antagonisiic sentiment of humanism which he had inmbibed

from the Oxford circle of friends.®

1%99-1503 ~ He lodged neer the Charterhouse and studied under a

Carthusian monk. "He wore & sharp shirt of hair hext to
his skin, scourged himself every Fridsy and other festing
days, lay upon the bare ground with a log under his head,

allowed himself but four or five hours' sleep." After a
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was now free
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Calais to settle trade 4 isputes and became a member of

the king's council,

u

1520 - Members of a commission for concluding a commercial
treaty with Emperor Charles V, 4lso during this year he
met with the Hanse at Bruges,

1521 -~ knighted and made subtressurer

1523 ~ appointed speaker of the Houde of Commons and

Lot
o
53
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of the peace,

1524 - made high steward of Oxford

1525 -~ made high steward of Cambridge

1529 - With Cuthbert Tunstxl, blshop of London, he attended the
Congress of amrgl wiere peace vas made between France
and the empire.

1529 - With the fall of Thom2s Wosley he became Lord Chancellor,

M
o
&
=
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VIII took great delight in More's company.

=

More resigned his chancellorsship when troul

o
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Lo arise over the validity of the divoece of
Queen Catherine,

1533 - Act of Restraint of Appeals gevered Judiclal lines between
kngland and Rome,

June 1, 1533 - King Henry VIII mnarried Anne Boleyn despite the
words of the Pope and she was crowned,

April 13, 1534 - More was culled to Lambeth to confirm by oath
the Act of Succession which declared the king's marriage
with Catherine void and the one with Anne valid, More

willing to take the oath, but he didn't because it |

ot
-.‘
r

called for the repudiation of papal supremacy,
April 17, 1534 - llore was imprisoned in the tower Tor refusal to
sign the oath

1534 ~ The Act of Eupreﬁgcy established the king as the suprenme

o




nead of the Church of England z2nd the Treazson Act made it

nigh treason to deprive

the king of this title.

at Westminister Hall for refyeal to

ffirm the king!
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scy, hils correspondince with
FisHer during his impr: -

that Parliament had
the church,

July 6, 1535 - More is behes

on Tower Hill and

chapel of Bt, Peter ad Vincula in the tower.

May 19, 1935 - canflonized




The Utopiean Alphsbet

a b e d e f g h i k 1
be®0oeeh NI
m n o p g r s t v xy
O d L 17O B DA A [
A Specimen of Utopisn Poetry

ANLULE &b eLocbn rern 56 ¢ EbAd FLBRIO
EoDILR G ALNBLAR 8DEeOL BLAD )YEaILALTEOL
OR200A0 JupsLiBLICL] BDEODEHE DOLO &LebAR
RLeRbab ebOota GeAGS 4d ROnLAELAL onbdshre

The Sarme Trenslitersted
Utopos he Boccas peu la chera polta chemaan,
Bargol he maglomi bacecan some gyrmnosophon
Agrame gymnosophon lasbarembsch: bodarilomin

Volvels barchin heman, le lesvolvola dramre pagloni.

& Word for Word Translestion
Utopos me General from not island mede island.
“lone I of-lands ell without rhilosophy
State philopgzgal I-have-formed-for-rortals.,
Willingly I-impart my-things, net-willingly

I-accept better-ones.




The Printer to the Heade?,s

n the

‘...!-

The Utopilan alphabet, g00od Reader which 1s promised

above epistle,I have not row added here, because I nave not as
yet the true characters or forms of the Utopian letters, And
no marvel, seeing it in a tongue much stranger to us than the
ndian, the Persian, the Syrian, the Ar bile, the Egyptian, the
Macedonian, the Slavonlan, the Cyprian, the Scythian, ete,

Which tongues, though they are ndthing so strange zmoung us as the
Utopian is, yet their characters we have not. But Itrust, God
wllling, 2t the next printing hereof to perform that which now I
can notjy that is to say, to exhibit perfectly to thee the Utopian

alphabets Ian the mean time accept my good will., And so fare thee




The end of the afterncon
Discourse of

Raphael Hythlodeeus

Oh the laws and customs

0f the island of Utopise,
Hither to know but to few,
ks reported by the

Most Distinguished &nd
Most lesrned man,

MR., THOMAS MORE
Citizen and Sheriff of London

FINIS ;¢




Notes:

1.This wgs the title page from the first edition of
Thomas More's Utopia. _

2.Turner, Paul. Utopia.(Meryland: Penguin Books, 1965.)

3.1 have quoted Russell Ames- from-Mildred Campbellls
book The Utopia of Sir Thomss More (New Yorkk The
Clessics Club, 1947.)

4,8turtz, Bward., Sir Thomas More-Utopia (Messachusettss
Yale University, 1964.)

5.,Coulton discusses the virtues. in relationship-to
Utopia,in-his Vedieval Palcrme (Cerbridge: 19%9) .
pml66h-680.

6.Turner, Psul. Utopiz. (Marylsnd: Penguin Books,1965%

7+Coulton,G.S. Zhaleit.

8.Turner,Paul op, cit. -

9.1bid.

10.1bid.

113Ibid.

12, Ibid.

13,Ibid.

14,Ibid.

15.This note to the reader was printed in the first
edition of Thomas More's Utopia to explain the new
Utopian alphabet.

16,This was the final page of More's first edition
of Utopis.

__¢
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